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ing military force lightly. I’ve been there
myself. I know what it’s like. I don’t commit
somebody else’s son or daughter to battle
or to any kind of combat unless it is the
right thing to do, regardless of politics.

Q. Mr. President, has there been——
Q. ——Houston convention if there were

a problem that demanded your attention
during the week?

The President. If there was a problem
that demanded my attention, I would. But
I’m not sure. I can handle whatever comes
up from wherever I am. We’ve got a great
system of communications, and I think we
demonstrated that during the Gulf war.

Last one.
Q. Mr. President, you don’t seem to be

denying this report. Am I right?
The President. What report?
Q. The report that was published today

in the New York Times.
The President. Please repeat it for me,

because I’ve read several different—what
part of it?

Q. The part that there is some plan for
the United States to sort of encourage Sad-
dam Hussein to get involved in some kind
of fight. I mean, there is some kind of con-
tingency plan——

The President. I totally deny that.
Q. Not picking a fight——
The President. I totally deny that we’re

trying to pick a fight, and I totally deny
we’re trying to pick a fight for political pur-
poses. If that was in the report, I really
am angry about it. Didn’t read it that care-
fully. But is he going to oblige; is he going

to follow through on these resolutions? I’ve
stood right here and said that over and over
again, and he has.

But if this is the argument, I can totally
deny that.

Q. Are they going to go in on Monday,
are the bombs——

The President. It is ugly, and it is uncalled
for.

Q. Are the bombs going to start falling
tomorrow? This was in the report as well,
that something could happen tomorrow.

The President. I am not going to say what
we are or are not going to do. Don’t believe
everything you read in these reports.

Q. I guess what people just want to know
is, is there or is there not a game plan
for air strikes if there’s a problem with Iraq?

The President. I have said before, all op-
tions are open. That’s all I’ll say.

Q. What about consultations with the al-
lies on a new enforcement plan? Have there
been those kinds of consultations in recent
days?

The President. We’ve been in constant
touch with our allies, yes.

Q. Is your speech ready for Thursday
night? It’s not ready?

The President. It’s not ready, no. [Laugh-
ter]

Note: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House upon
his arrival from Camp David, MD. In his
remarks, he referred to Rolf Ekeus, Executive
Director, United Nations Special Commis-
sion on Iraq.

Statement on Signing the Thomas Jefferson Commemoration
Commission Act
August 17, 1992

Today I am signing into law S. 959, the
‘‘Thomas Jefferson Commemoration Com-
mission Act.’’ This bill would establish the
Thomas Jefferson Commemoration Com-
mission, which would be responsible for
planning and developing programs to com-
memorate the 250th anniversary of Jeffer-
son’s birth. In doing so, it is my understand-

ing that in light of the constitutional re-
quirement that all executive functions be
exercised by officers of the United States
appointed in conformity with the Appoint-
ments Clause, Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S.
1 (1976), only those Commission members
so appointed may exercise the executive au-
thority granted in this bill. In addition, the
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Archivist of the United States, the Secretary
of the Interior, the Secretary of Education,
the Chairman of the National Endowment
for the Humanities, and the Librarian of
Congress are members of the Commission
who also are officers of the United States
properly appointed for this purpose. Other
members may directly participate only in
the ceremonial or advisory functions of the

Commission.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
August 17, 1992.

Note: S. 959, approved August 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 102–343.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Determination Not To
Prohibit Fish Imports From Certain Countries
August 17, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 8(b) of the Fisher-

men’s Protective Act of 1967, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 1978(b)), generally known as the
Pelly Amendment, I am notifying you that
on July 31, 1992, in accordance with section
101(a) of the Marine Mammal Protection
Act (MMPA), the Secretary of Commerce
certified to me that a ban on the importa-
tion of yellowfin tuna and yellowfin tuna
products from Canada, Colombia, Malaysia,
the Netherlands Antilles, Singapore, Spain,
and the United Kingdom has been in effect
since January 31, 1992. This ban is the re-
sult of an order issued by the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of Califor-
nia, which the Administration has appealed.

By the terms of the MMPA, such certifi-
cation is deemed to be a certification for
the purposes of the Pelly Amendment,
which requires that I consider and, at my
discretion, order the prohibition of imports
into the United States of fish and fish prod-

ucts from the identified countries, to the
extent that such prohibition is sanctioned
by the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade. The Pelly Amendment also requires
that I report to the Congress any actions
taken under this subsection and, if no im-
port prohibitions have been ordered, the
reasons for this action.

After thorough review, I have determined
that sanctions against these nations will not
be imposed at this time, particularly as the
Administration pursues its appeal of the
District Court order, and to allow imple-
mentation of an international dolphin con-
servation program in the eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the
Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Reports on Security
Arrangements With Other Nations
August 17, 1992

Dear Mr. Chairman: (Dear Senator):
(Dear Congressman):

Pursuant to Section 1457 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year

1991 (Public Law 101–510), I have the
honor to transmit reports, in both classified
and unclassified form, on U.S. security ar-
rangements with, and commitments to,
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